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As we reflect on our personal history with Gamma 
Chapter of Alpha Gamma Rho, we think back to all 
the wonderful benefits we have received over the 

years. 
 
Bill, who graduated in 1951, always talks about his 
Gamma brothers who mean so much to him. So many of 
the personal relationships, that were established from the 
time he joined Gamma in 1949 and through the years since, 
have become great friends, advisers, supporters—brothers! 
Bill has always felt that what he learned from AGR was 
a significant factor in the success that he had as a farmer, 
businessperson, and community leader. Bill has been a very 
active alumnus from the time he graduated, and he always 
likes to share with undergraduates what AGR did for him.
   
Brian, who graduated in 1972, has always said that AGR 
taught him how to be a leader. After graduation, he did not 
step foot into AGR for over 35 years. But when his son 

Giving Back
A Message from Bill Yerkes ’49 (Γ592) 
and Brian “Greek” Sarris ’69 (Γ960)

Gamma alumni at the ’70s era reunion picnic in July. From left (roughly): Art Ramicone ’72 (Γ1014), Rick Perry ’72 (Γ1011), 
Bob Lauffer ’73 (Γ1031), Lynn McMillen ’73 (Γ1033), Ross Orner ’72 (Γ1021), Steve Cupcheck ’72 (Γ1013), Bruce Mungai 

’72 (Γ1019), Jeff Reitz ’72 (Γ1023), Scott Hummel ’73 (Γ1040), Frank Reist ’73 (Γ1041), Bob Wilson ’73 (Γ1028), Ron 
Skovira ’72 (Γ1016), Wayne Martenas ’72 (Γ1022), Dave Vogt ’75 (Γ1061), Randy Kopp ’75 (Γ1065), Dean Cotton ’74 

(Γ1043), Ed Aurand ’74 (Γ1050), Don Longacre ’74 (Γ1044), Craig Weaver ’75 (Γ1064), Art Mucchow ’73 (Γ1037), Frank 
Orner ’73 (Γ1036), Kevin Skovira ’74 (Γ1047), Doug Bowersox ’75 (Γ1068), Dave Cramer ’75 (Γ1069), Ken Gross ’73 

(Γ1024), Jim Faust ’72 (Γ1018), Phil Frieling ’71 (Γ998), Penrose Hallowel Jr. ’73 (Γ1030), and Jack Kauffman ’73 (Γ1042).

decided to go to Penn State, he felt it was time to come 
back. As he walked into Great Hall for Homecoming, he 
saw Bill Nichol ’50 (Γ603), who was the president of the 
alumni association when he was an undergraduate; he 
greeted Bill, who said, “Welcome Back, Greek.” After 
35 years, Bill still remembered Brian as “Greek.” Greek 
got on the board, became the president for four years, and 
remains very active. He still goes to the house periodically 
to have a Song Night, which is always well received by the 
undergraduates.
  
Both of us have been consistent donors to Gamma. When 
the house was renovated, we were two of the major 
contributors to the effort. But there have been many 
brothers over the years who have donated to Gamma; many 
have even put Gamma into their wills. Brothers Charles 
Rightmire ’50 (Γ600), Daniel Swope ’40 (Γ452), Robert 
Roulston ’50 (Γ611), and James Modeliszewski ’53 
(Γ662) left Gamma over $210,000 collectively.  

(Continued on page 2)
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Catching Up with 
Joseph Strite ’65 (Γ889)

I grew up on my family’s fruit and 
vegetable farm, started by my 
grandfather in 1914. We grew fruits 

and vegetables and 
would sell them at the 
Broad Street Market 
in Harrisburg.

I wanted to go to 
college, but my dad 
and grandfather 
wanted me on 
the farm. When 

I graduated from high school, I went to 
college at Penn State, where I studied 
pomology. I joined Alpha Gamma Rho as 
a freshman, but we had to wait until the 
next year before I could be a pledge. I went 
back to work on the family farm every 
other weekend, and I took courses such as 
advertising and meteorology. These would 
help me on the farm and serve me well when 
I graduated.

In the spring of my junior year, we had a fire 
in the chapter house and had to stay in the 
Nittany Army Barracks. When we were able 
to return to the house, we elected to have 
beer in social occasions six times a year.

I graduated in four years and immediately 
started to work full time for my dad on the 
farm. Several months after graduation, my 
high school friend introduced me to his 
secretary, Sharon. We have been married for 
over 50 years.

In 2008, I had a stroke and spent that year 
in either a hospital or a nursing home. I can 
no longer even write my name, but I have 
good family, good friends, and a great wife. 
We still live in Harrisburg and operate our 
300-acre fruit and vegetable farm, Strite’s 
Orchard, which my nephews oversee; 
sometimes they ask for my advice.

My best friend in college was our Noble 
Ruler, Bernie Taylor ’66 (Γ899). I haven’t 
seen him since I graduated from college.

Of course, I would not be able to do all these 
things if it weren’t for my belief in Jesus 
Christ as my lord and savior.

Joseph can be reach at sjstrite@verizon.net. 
Learn more about Strites’s Orchard at www.
stritesorchard.com.

With this being the fourth semester affected by COVID-19, restrictions have finally begun 
to ease, allowing for more alumni engagement than previous semesters. Tailgating for 
Penn State football games was permitted this fall, allowing the undergraduates to meet 

and connect with the brothers who came before them. Huge thanks to Kevin Wimpfhiemer ’15 
(Γ1685), Todd Grice ’81 (Γ1154), and Kevin Culver ’82 (Γ1189) for making this possible this year.  

For Homecoming, the undergraduates decided to host a tailgate in conjunction with recent alumni. 
This, much like the tailgates that preceded it, was a huge success in promoting engagement 
between alumni and the undergraduates. Although restrictions were eased, the effects of 
COVID-19 on traveling and indoor gatherings are still felt. As such, Gamma Chapter put together 
a video introducing the newest member class so that all alumni, no matter where they are, can still 
feel connected. 

I hope these engagement strategies (in-person and virtual) are continued and built upon over time, as 
a combination of both will allow for a sense of connectivity, no matter one’s situation. I am excited 

to see how Gamma Chapter executes this as more opportunities become available!

Fraternally,
Kyle Ferguson (Γ1846)
VNR Alumni Relations

Today, your alumni association is on sound 
financial footing; however, the payments on 
the remaining mortgage balance of $826,490 
prevent us from doing many upgrades and 
needed repairs to the house. During COVID, 
we did not get the expected undergraduate 
income, which took a big portion of our rainy-
day savings. Although we would like to have 
fewer brothers living in the house, we need 
large numbers of out-of-house brothers to pay 
our bills. We would love to make the house 
rooms comparable to what you can get in an 
apartment, but at this point the funds are not 
there.
   
Both of us did well financially in our careers 
and will be leaving a significant amount to our 
children and other charities. We also have a 
sizeable amount going to Gamma. Gamma was 
significant in our lives, and we want to give 
back. For those of you who can, please consider 
what Gamma did for you and the importance of 
it being there for the years to come.

Fraternally,
Bill Yerkes ’49 (Γ592)
(215) 794-7528

Brian Sarris ’69 (Γ960)
(215) 872-4517
briansarristraining@gmail.com

Giving Back
(Continued from page 1)

Todd Grice ’81 (Γ1154) and Steve Culver ’84 
(Γ1213) organize a tailgate for the Penn State 

vs. Indiana game on October 2.

Carl Anderson Sr. ’78 (Γ1111), John Merenick 
’86 (Γ1236), Jim Valent ’90 (Γ1292), Carl 

Anderson Jr. ’05 (Γ1508), and Rob Wierman ’09 
(Γ1552) enjoy a tailgate at the Penn State vs. 

Wisconsin game.

alumni relationS report
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You may remember me from the spring 
newsletter as the former VNR activities. 
Before I proceed with this report, I 

would like to formally thank Brother Patrick 
Fitzsimmons ’19 (Γ1817) for guiding me 
last semester and showing me the ropes of 
what it means to be Noble Ruler. I couldn’t 
have stepped into this role without him, and 
he deserves all the respect in the world for his 
efforts. 

As normalcy somewhat returned to campus, 
we capitalized on the fall semester and made 
it a good one. We had an exciting Penn State 
football season with several fun tailgates, and 
I would like to thank the many alumni who 

joined us and shared their stories. I encourage 
any alumni to come and visit anytime! 

The chapter house, as it stands, is being kept up 
and cleaned. The Great Hall ceiling, and more 
specifically the portion under room 202, is 
being redone. I’m pleased to say we welcomed 
15 brothers this fall. Members new and old 
have used the house to come together and 
cultivate strong bonds, even as these strange 
times continue. 

Members have participated in IFC meetings, 
IM sports leagues, THON, and various other 
events. They have also enjoyed golf, fishing, 
hiking, and other outdoor activities as a break 

from school. I’m thrilled with this semester 
in terms of grades and our relationship with 
the university. As it stands, we are in the best 
position with the school that I have seen since I 
joined the house. 

Overall, we are excited about the future of 
Gamma Chapter, and I hope that everyone 
stays safe. Please feel free to reach out to me 
whenever, and I hope to hear from you all soon.

Fraternally,
Dylan Patrick ’20 (Γ1850)
Noble Ruler
dpat6669@icloud.com

Our Positive Momentum Continues
GAMMA IN STRONG STANDING AT PENN STATE

RECRUITMENT 
REPORT

Much like tailgates and other activities, 
recruitment regained a sense of normalcy this 
fall. Potential new members (PNMs) were able 

to tour our beautiful chapter house in person. 
We all missed in-person recruitment, and many 
brothers were thrilled to volunteer in the process. 
This made my job a lot easier and fun to do, as 
we can agree that doing anything over Zoom is 
certainly not the same as in person. With the help 
of all brothers, and especially my recruitment 
committee, we ran a successful process and 

connected with potential recruits in the best way 
possible. 

On our Zone Day, about 250 people showed up to 
our house, which was pretty good compared to last 

fall. From there, we narrowed our PNMs to 
about 140 and invited them to the house for 
different events such as dodgeball, poker, and 
a bid dinner to get to know them. In the end, 

we extended 20 bids and 15 accepted—a great 
return. 

Overall, this was a great recruitment process—especially 
considering it was the first time I had been part of a “regular” 

one since my own recruitment.

Fraternally,
Jack Fascowich  (Γ1845)
VNR Recruitment

Scholarship 
Report

This semester, Penn State switched back to in-person 
learning with only a limited number of classes still 
being taught virtually. This improved brother 

morale greatly. Masks remain mandatory in all 
buildings. Looking at the academic statistics 
from the spring, our chapter continues to excel 
in academic performance. The spring 2021 class 
achieved a semester GPA of 3.55, while the entire 
chapter had a 3.5. This chapter GPA is above the 
all-men’s average of 3.39 at the university. 

Starting this fall, we no longer have the option to 
pass/fail a class, meaning GPAs for both the chapter 
and the school will likely drop in the foreseeable 
future. With pass/fail being an option in the spring 
semester, many of our brothers made the Dean’s List.
We are glad to say, however, that scholarships 
have been brought back! The Newt Comley 
award and James Rockwell award recipients 
will be chosen by the end of this semester. 
The Modliszewski application was sent out to 
all brothers and should be given out as well. 

Finally, I have been reaching out to the freshman agriculture 
scholarship applicants. As we continue readjusting to life on 

campus, I look forward to seeing our academic 
success next year!

Fraternally,
Bronson Kilroy (Γ1849)
VNR Scholarship
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As I conclude my second semester in charge of member education, I 
can certainly say I will miss it. Meeting potential new members on 
the first zone day is difficult, but as a brotherhood, we are up for 

the challenge. Fifteen new members is a great number for the fall, and we 
are very happy with the turnout. I meet with new members a few times 
per week depending on their school schedule. Together, we learn and 
practice the house information and history; all are doing a great job. 

It is now time to pass the torch to a new brother for the membership 
development role. I am excited to see what the future holds 
for Alpha Gamma Rho!

Fraternally,
Jeffrey Fichter  (Γ1847)

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Brendan Grube ’21 is from 
Collegeville, Pa., and intends 
to enter the Smeal College of 
Business. His hobbies include 
snowboarding, traveling, and 
surfing.

Coleman Robertson ’21 is 
a finance major from Garnet 
Valley, Pa., 30 minutes outside 
Philadelphia. His hobbies 
include playing soccer and 
basketball as well as video 
games.

Drew Wenacur ’21 is a 
mechanical engineering major 
from Westchester, N.Y. In the 
summer, he teaches sailing in 
his hometown; he also enjoys 
skiing.

Jaak Chasse ’21 is a 
sophomore from Westchester, 
N.Y., majoring in landscape 
architecture. His hobbies 
include snowboarding, playing 
golf, going to the gym, and 
hanging out with friends.

Jack Rice ’21 is an 
aspiring finance major from 
Philadelphia, Pa. His hobbies 
include the going to the gym, 
fishing, exploring the outdoors, 
and being active in general.

Jarret Goldberg ’21 is a 
sophomore from West Chester, 
Pa. He majors in business 
management and plans to minor 
in supply chain management. 
Jarret is heavily involved in 
THON at Penn State and loves 
doing whatever he can to help 
the cause. His hobbies include 
golfing, skiing, and playing 
practically any sport.

Julien Sanjuan ’21 is a 
sophomore from Gettysburg, 
Pa., majoring in MIS and 
looking to minor in IST. 
His hobbies include soccer, 
videography, and longboarding.

Louie Porter ’21 is a finance 
major from King of Prussia, Pa. 
He enjoys following the stock 
market and playing sports with 
friends.

Luke Levant ’21 is a security 
risk analysis major (minor 
in homeland security) from 
Collegeville, Pa. He loves the 
outdoors, running, and hanging 
out with friends.

Mathew Surovich ’21 is a 
sophomore from Suffern, N.Y. 
His major is undecided, but he 
is leaning toward economics. 
He enjoys playing the drums 
and nearly any sport.

Mike Milianta ’21 is an energy 
business and finance major 
from White Plains, N.Y. His 
hobbies include snowboarding, 
hunting, riding motorcycles, 
and any other outdoor activities 
with friends.

Rob Mondella ’21 is an 
architectural engineering major 
from Suffern, N.Y. His hobbies 
include playing guitar and 
anything to do with sports.

Rob Weeden ’21 is a 
sophomore from Oceanport, 
N.J., majoring in supply 
chain management. He enjoys 
surfing, skating, and hanging 
out with friends.

Will Sapp ’21 is a business 
major from Clifton, Va., and a 
graduate of Gonzaga College 
High School in Washington, 
D.C. He loves sports and 
played baseball, golf, and 
basketball in high school.

Ivan Hawkinson ’21 is 
an aspiring finance major 
from Richmond, Va. He 
enjoys watching football and 
snowboarding.
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MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATIONS REPORT

ACTIVITIES REPORT

Colin Blewitt ’18
North Wales, Pa.

Mike Donohue ’18
Downingtown, Pa.

This fall, 25 brothers are living in the chapter house, and we are expecting 20-23 in the 
spring. The house is in good condition, and we’re taking care of a few projects.
 

House updates this fall included minor floor repair in Great Hall, plus extra grip added to the 
floors in other places. They were very slippery before, creating a safety hazard when wet. 
While it’s a routine process, we are glad to say we also passed our fire inspections.
 
Currently, the ceiling above the TV room is under repair; it has started to sag. The ceiling has 
been dropped down during the process and should be fixed soon.

Fraternally,
Jim Twomey (Γ1856)
VNR Maintenance and Operations

This semester, the university allowed us to have registered socials again. Those events 
all went well, and we had good relations with the compliance officers. 

We had a few tailgates in the early football season with both alumni and undergraduates in 
attendance. The Homecoming tailgate in particular brought in Gamma men of all ages, and it 
was awesome to connect with the older alumni. For the Homecoming parade, we partnered 
with the engineering sorority Phi Sigma Rho and Women in Business. Everyone did a great 
job with our Toy Story-themed float; we placed fifth overall!

We participated in intramurals this semester as well, including softball, basketball, ultimate 
frisbee, flag football, and indoor soccer with Delta Gamma. We also had THON events at the 
house as well with our partner, Phi Sigma Sigma, and had a date auction for the Phi Sig formal 
(which raised over $1,000 for our philanthropy). We also hosted a “Mario Kart” tournament in 
Great Hall; this and the formal both had great brotherhood turnouts.

It’s been wonderful to host in-person events on campus once again, and I look forward to 
more ways to engage the brotherhood in 2022!

Fraternally,
Joshua Wefers (Γ1887)
VNR Activities

FALL 2021
GRADUATES

Chris Funari ’19
Montclair, N.J.

George Goetz ’18
Weston, Conn.

Carson Lortz ’19
Malvern, Pa.

Mitchell Muskatel ’18
Bethesda, Md.

John Repke ’18
Malvern, Pa.

Zachary Shaffer ’18
Birdsboro, Pa.

Alex Stokes ’18
[Town], Texas

Gavin Stubbs ’19
Newtown, Conn.

Grant Temple ’19
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Nicholas Velasquez ’18
Elmira, Pa.

Connect with 
Gamma Online

Chapter Website 
www.agrgamma.com-
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Chapter Eternal

John W. Fague ’42 (Γ498)
November 23, 2020

Penrose Hallowell ’48 (Γ571)
July 24, 2021

Ralph Watts ’50 (Γ609)
February 2, 2021

David Stabler ’51 (Γ620)
March 1, 2021

Douglas Moorhead ’54 (Γ673)
June 20, 2021

William R. Thomas ’56 (Γ719)
March 30, 2021

Carl Blair ’64 (Γ877)
April 1, 2021

Alumni News

John Shearer ’48 (Γ586) is 93 and living in 
Chambersburg, Pa. He retired as a Penn State 
County agricultural agent in 1993 after 38 
years. With the help of a local farm machinery 
dealer, John introduced no-till crop culture to 
Pennsylvania and the northeast United States.

At age 70, Brian “The Greek” Sarris ’69 (Γ960) 
will do yardwork with any AGR in Lansdale!

Bill Nichol ’50 (Γ603) has worked with the local 
chapter of the National Football Foundation 
as well as in fundraising for the State College 
Kiwanis Club. He resides in State College, Pa. 
Email: wcnichol@prodigy.net 

Larry Spencer ’59 (Γ761) lives in London 
Grove Township, Pa. He is the former secretary 
of the American Mushroom Institute. Larry 
feels fortunate to have traveled most of the 
world. Email: nbr1farmer@aol.com 

Dick Mitchell Jr. ’62 (Γ799) lives in Idaho 
Falls and volunteers at the Museum of Idaho. 
Email: idafalls06@msn.com 

David Wilson ’62 (Γ837) lives in Ocean City, 
N.J., and works in biochemistry laboratory 
science. Email: ocdavid1@live.com 

Lynn Dietrich ’70 (Γ987) lives in 
Chambersburg, Pa., and has nine grandchildren. 
He has served on the Penn State Board of 
Trustees since 2017. Lynn is also active 
in auctions and charity events. Email: 
dietrichauctions@comcast.net 

Dave Cramer ’75 (Γ1069) and his wife, 
Melanie, live in Boalsburg, Pa. They are 
enjoying retirement. Dave coaches middle 

Alumni Update

school track and is a member/volunteer at the 
Gettysburg Foundation. Email: grinch7555@
hotmail.com 

Brian “Hacksaw” Hensel ’93 (Γ1327) 
works in the sensing technologies division 
of Bell Laboratories as a senior technical 
representative. The division covers the U.S. and 
Canada. Brian lives in Churchville, Pa. Email: 
hensbr@msn.com

Learn how YOU 
can give back to 
Gamma Chapter.


