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There have been plenty of changes for 
Gamma Chapter this year, both challenging 

and rewarding ones. I think as a chapter, our 
alumni and undergraduate leaders have done 
an exceptional job at rising to the occasion and 
addressing each and every one appropriately. 
On the undergraduate side, we are in the final 
stages of an IRS audit examining nearly 10 tax 
years. The chapter has hired an accountant to 
help with the audit, and we decided to retain him 
to help track the budget on a regular basis and 
assist with annual tax returns. In doing so, we’ve 
managed to minimize the costs and have so far 
avoided any potential fines or penalties.

As we continue to improve upon agricultural 
development at Gamma, we will participate 
in the college career fair this semester and the 
ΑΓΡ regional leadership seminar in March. We 
are in the midst of appointing a new chapter 
adviser to help Bryan Dillehay, Alpha Theta 
’95 (Γ1638) balance the role, as Zach Larson 
’00 (Γ1445) has recently resigned in order to 
spend more family time at home. Also, the 

funds donated for new furniture brought some 
much-needed changes to the Great Hall, helping 
us to maintain our “touch of class.” Outside of 
our chapter walls, there have been significant 
changes to Greek life at Penn State, including 
at the administrative level, as Dr. Baker recently 
announced his resignation as the Director of 
Greek Life. Our members face new challenges 
every day, and often find themselves in a hostile 
environment considering some of the recent 
negative publicity on fraternities. However, I am 
confident that our Gamma brothers will always 
represent us well as they continue to fulfill our 
purpose of making better men, and through 
them, a broader and better agriculture. If you 
have any questions at all, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at corey.simmons@me.com or 
(814) 777-3786.

Fraternally,
Corey Simmons ’04 (Γ1504)
Gamma Alumni Association President
(814) 777-3786
corey.simmons@me.com

GammaS handle ChallenGeS with poiSe, 
foCuS on poSitive aSpeCtS of Greek life

The new furniture in the Great Hall at the 
Gamma chapter house was made possible by 
generous alumni, who donated over $5,000.

The new furniture in the Great Hall at the Gamma chapter house.
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Nate Nourse ’86 (Γ1235) Cultivates ΑΓΡ 
Principles in Professional Endeavors
Born into one of Massachusetts oldest farming 

families, it was only logical to decide at the 
age of 13 to have a career in agriculture. As a full-
time summer employee, I learned what it takes to 
be a general laborer, crop protectant applicator, and 
irrigator before the end of high school. I was fortunate 
to be exposed to every job on the farm. I’ve raised the 
family beef since second grade and still keep a dozen 
Herefords as a hobby.

As a Penn Stater, I started at Mont Alto campus. 
This is where I met my little brother, Raymond 
“Jock” Sheaffer Jr. ’87 (Γ1251). Thanks to the 
encouragement of long-time berry plant customer Bill 
Yerkes ’49 (Γ592), I rushed ΑΓΡ in the spring of ’85. 
I pledged in the fall and was initiated in the spring of 
’86. I graduated with a degree in horticulture in ’88. 
I was involved in the Hort Club, played intramural 
sports, and was kitchen steward. I was known to whip 
up a monster brunch with the help of my brothers 
every now and then. ΑΓΡ has played a large role in 
helping me build long-lasting relationships. My big 
brother, Lenny Valenti ’84 (Γ1218), and I attend 
chapter meetings at least once a year at Homecoming 
or Founders’ Day.

I have been a sales director at Nourse Farms since 
2003, working with my dad, Tim, and my mom, 
Mary. My two teenage sons help out, too, working 
full-time during the summer. We manage a full-time 
workforce of almost 100, who staff an office, lab, 
greenhouse, farm, and 

packing house operations. Located in the Pioneer 
Valley of Western Massachusetts, Nourse Farms is a 
premier grower of the best berry plants. The nursery 
has been producing dormant, bare-root plants for 
more than 80 years, serving commercial growers, 
wholesalers, and home gardeners throughout North 
America.

Established in 1932 in Andover, Mass., by Roger Lewis, 
the nursery was sold to the Nourses in 1968 and moved 
to its present site in Whately, Mass. It’s located in the 
Connecticut River Valley of Western Massachusetts, 
where we are blessed with very fertile, well-drained 
soils. The farming operations now encompass some 
800 acres in the towns of Whately, Hatfield, Deerfield, 
Montague, and Northfield, Mass. A satellite nursery 
in Pasco, Wash., produces about half of our raspberry 
plants and all of our asparagus roots.

Tim and Mary have always been forward thinkers, 
and in 1980 they created a state-of-the-art tissue 
culture laboratory and micro propagation facility 
at the farm. This was a bold step, allowing for all 
foundation material to be produced and virus tested 
onsite. The lab is currently one of a few private clean-
plant centers in the U.S.

In 1982, a customized cooling facility was built, which 
has allowed storage of dormant, bare-root plants in 
ideal conditions. In 1987, the second storage facility 
was built. 2009 brought a standalone lab, a third 
cooler, and half-acre gutter-connected greenhouse. 
What was once solely a strawberry nursery with 
annual sales less than 1 million plants has become a 
nationally recognized small-fruit nursery, producing 
raspberries, ribes, blueberries, asparagus, rhubarb, 
and horseradish, and we ship more than 30 million 
plants a year.

“In the industry, I’m an active member and past 
president of the North American Strawberry Growers 
and North American Raspberry and Blackberry 
Associations. I’m on the executive boards for 
the New England Vegetable and Berry Growers 
Association and National Berry Crop Initiative. This 
spring, I was invited to join United Fresh Produce 
Association’s Government Relations Committee. In 
2016, I will become chairman of the National Clean 
Plant Network- Berries, which is now a permanent 
part of the Farm Bill. Having the ability to give back 
to the industry has helped me realize ΑΓΡ’s purpose 
of a broader and better agriculture.

I am truly grateful to have lived a charmed life, being 
able to work with so many industry leaders, and 
being a part of the ΑΓΡ brotherhood. The foundation 
and principles of ΑΓΡ have helped me realize 
accomplishments that I never could have dreamed.”Nate Nourse ’86 (Γ1235) and 

his parents on their farm.

Visit Us 
on the Web

-
CHAPTER WEBSITE

agrgamma.
chapterspot.com

f
CHAPTER FACEBOOK

The Alpha Gamma 
Rho Fraternity - Penn 
State, Gamma Chapter

l
CHAPTER TWITTER

@AGRPennState

l
ONLINE GIVING

http://agr.kintera.org/
annual

Α
Γ
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I was a student in the wildlife and fisheries 
science program, and thus, the College of 

Agricultural Sciences. Gamma found me through 
a recruiting letter sent to every freshman in the 
college, with Greek characters on the letterhead 
that I would later recognize on the front of a 
portico on a random walk down fraternity row. 
Not having anything else going on, I decided to 
investigate and was pleasantly surprised to find 
a group of welcoming, enthusiastic gentlemen to 
whom I immediately looked up. I was instantly 
hooked on the warm, social environment of the 
chapter.

I eventually did wind up in the zoo field after 
graduation (albeit with a non-“ag” recreation, 
park, and tourism management degree), and I 
currently serve as the lead herpetologist for the 
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center in 
Virginia Beach. My professional responsibilities 
are significantly more agricultural than I ever would have predicted. 
Reproductive biology, nutritional analysis of animal foods, water and soil 
quality monitoring, and genetics are just a few of the ag skills I utilize 
daily to maintain the health and happiness of hundreds of reptiles and 
amphibians. The animals under my care serve a very important purpose: 
to act as ambassadors for their species and their habitats, to raise public 
awareness for threats to their long-term survival, many of which, to be 
blunt, are the result of agricultural activities. The worlds of industrial-
scale agriculture and environmental conservation are often at odds in the 
media, the legislature, and the courtroom. Beyond performing the daily 
minutiae of exotic animal husbandry, the greater purpose of my career is 
to facilitate a dialogue between these two ideological factions, centered on 
finding empathy for the opposing perspective, cutting through the media 

biases and inflammatory rhetoric, and reaching 
a civil consensus. Thanks to the exposure to 
the agricultural community I received through 
the people I met both in and through Alpha 
Gamma Rho, I, as a public communicator of 
environmental issues, am far more able to provide 
a dispassionate, objective point of view than I 
would have been otherwise. -Colin Walker ’04, 
(Γ1501) 

When I joined Gamma Chapter in the fall of 
my freshman year, I quickly learned about our 
roots in agriculture and about the importance of 
ag in our house, at Penn State, and ultimately 
for the greater good of humanity. Although 
I am pursuing a degree in civil engineering, 
I am involved with agriculture through Penn 
State’s Humanitarian Engineering and Social 
Entrepreneurship (HESE) program. The goal of 
the class is to create sustainable ventures that 

combat humanitarian issues, such as food scarcity and global health. Last 
summer, my classmates and I traveled to Zambia where we constructed 
greenhouses in five rural communities. My part in the project was to create 
a decision support tool to help the farmers transition from conventional, 
open air farming to greenhouse farming. The purpose of the tool is to guide 
farmers through the preparation, planting, nurturing, and harvesting phases 
so they can ultimately maximize their yield and increase their profits. This 
support tool will be used in current and future greenhouses throughout 
Sub-Saharan Africa. ΑΓΡ certainly had a strong influence in my decision 
to join the HESE program and to get involved with agriculture. -Shae 
Ferguson ’12 (Γ1624)

Pink Rose Member 
($1,000 to $2,499)
William H. Yerkes III ’49 (Γ592)
Thomas W. Scott ’50 (Γ612)
Eric Wagner ’83 (Γ1194)

Common Bond Member 
($500 to $999)
Rick G. Steinmeyer ’69 (Γ968)

Friends of Gamma 
Member 
($100 to $499)
Howard Swavely ’49 (Γ594)
William C. Nichol ’50 (Γ603)
Boyd Wolff ’50 (Γ626)
Robert C. Antram ’53 (Γ668)
George Olmstead ’56 (Γ715)
Kenneth W. Zieber ’60 (Γ792)
Wallace Haulik ’61 (Γ820)
Stephen Witmer ’61 (Γ812)
Timothy L. Strickler ’66 (Γ894)

Dennis Toomey ’79 (Γ1136)
Timothy Carley ’86 (Γ1240)

Alumni Member 
(Up to $99)
Reid S. Miller ’62 (Γ826)
Arthur Moeller ’63 (Γ844)
Steven V. Culver ’84 (Γ1213)
Benjamin D. Baker ’06 (Γ1518)

Thank You, Generous Brothers, 
for Making Our Chapter One of the Best

Thanks to the support of loyal alumni, $2,700 was contributed with 19 gifts to our spring 2015 appeal. The successes and achievements of the 
Gamma Chapter are directly attributed to the support and involvement of its members. The active brothers are grateful for and proud of the 

support they receive from their alumni. We hope more alumni will join their brothers and contribute to our ongoing annual campaign. 

Add your name to 
our growing list of 

donors. Donate 
today by visiting 

http://agr.
kintera.org/

annual.

Agriculture at Gamma

Colin Walker ’04 (Γ1501) assisting the Komodo 
Survival Program with population distribution and 

growth analyses of the wild dragons of Komodo 
National Park, Indonesia, April 2014. 
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Gamma Chapter BroadenS horizonS, aChieveS GreatneSS

My name is Sarp Engelman, and I am the noble ruler for the 2015 calendar 
year. Gamma Chapter is doing better than ever. We are broadening our 

horizons and making progress to achieve many of the goals we have set forth. 
Gamma is now creating a greater number of better men than ever, with a record 
number of active brothers. Including our new members, we have reached 100 
brothers! Our chapter has excelled in many areas, including philanthropy, 
academics, and athletics. The active brothers and alumni of Gamma Chapter 
have gone above and beyond to make this chapter successful. Gamma Chapter 
is one of the leading members of the Penn State Greek community. I would like 
to congratulate all the members of Gamma Chapter on their hard work, and I 
hope we can achieve even more greatness in the future.

Fraternally, 
Sarp Engelman ’13 (Γ1651)
Noble Ruler
(631) 873-6569
sarp.engelman@psu.edu 

(Left) Adam LaCaria ’13 (Γ1640) received the 2015 Martin Rockwell Award, 
which was handed off by Bill Nichol ’50 (Γ603).

House Improvements Continue, 
Gamma Chapter Legacy Remains

The actives continue to uphold and better our house. This summer, 
brothers Mckenzie Gary ’13 (Γ1626), Peter Majewski ’13 (Γ1653), 

and I volunteered our time and constructed a new bench that wraps around 
the deck. The project took approximately four days and many long hours 
in the summer sun. It fits nicely onto our deck, which was built by brothers 
in 2014. It is almost instinctive to sit down on the bench, and most brothers 
are in disbelief that we did not build this addition earlier. It will certainly 
be enjoyed by actives and alumni for years to come. 

Other summer projects included the installation of new shower curtains and 
rods. During this school year, brothers have continued their commitments 
to the house’s betterment by replacing the old carpets with new hardwood 
floors. We have also replaced our broken fryers and ice machine with new, 
state-of-the-art equipment. We thank all of our alumni for the continued 
support of our house, its betterment, and Gamma’s future successes. 

Fraternally, 
Dylan Lord ’13 (Γ1654)
VNR Maintenance and Operations
dylan.lord113@gmail.com

Brothers Mckenzie Gary ’13 (Γ1626), Peter Majewski ’13 (Γ1653), and 
Dylan Lord ’13 (Γ1654) volunteered their time and labor during summer 

2015 to build a bench on the deck of the Gamma chapter house.

Finances on Track
This semester finances are in good shape, and the budget for fall 2015 

has been finalized. The total house bill for fall 2015 was $4,800. 
Spending has been moving at an appropriate pace so far, and in-house dues 
are set to increase in the spring 2016 semester while out-of-house dues are 
likely to decrease. 

Fraternally,
Ryan Sosnader ’13 (Γ1650)
VNR Finance
ras5925@psu.edu

PhilanthroPically 
FocUsed

Gamma is now IFC accredited and focusing on upcoming philanthropic 
events, such as our fall field day and spaghetti dinner. 

Fraternally, 
Adam LaCaria ’13 (Γ1640)
VNR Planning
afl5082@psu.edu
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Gamma Chapter Strives to Strengthen Brotherhood
Thirty-Two New Members Join ΑΓΡ in Fall 2015

This fall, Gamma Chapter welcomed 
32 new members who demonstrate 

diligent effort in both the brotherhood 
and the classroom. Throughout the 
semester, they have played a pivotal role in 
planning, organizing, and running multiple 
philanthropies and events for the brotherhood. 
From an academic standpoint, there has been 
an immense focus on the importance of 
scholarship. In addition to excelling in the 
classroom, many of the new members have 
shown interest in pursuing a career in the 
field of agriculture.

Every new member has been creating close 
bonds with active brothers, as well as a 

thorough understanding of ΑΓΡ history and 
development through the online AGRconnect 
modules. This new member class has 
already become an integral part of Gamma 
Chapter. Each new member has developed 
a deep interest in Alpha Gamma Rho and 
understands the focus on bettering the house 
to make better men. 

Fraternally,
Peter Majewski ’13 (Γ1653)
VNR Membership Development 

Gammas celebrate a strong 
brotherhood and the start of a new semester. 

Academic Performance of 
ΑΓΡ Soars in Pursuit of Excellence

As the vice noble ruler of scholarship, it is my 
job to help facilitate the academic growth 

of our brothers. Thankfully, my job is very easy 
due to the importance that every single brother 
in our chapter places on education. In the spring 
2015 semester, we had 23 brothers earn Dean’s 
List recognition with GPAs above a 3.5. We also 
had 50 out of 84 brothers who achieved a GPA of 
3.0 or above. Due to this academic performance, 
we are not only one of the highest performing 
chapters at Penn State, but we are also one of the 
best performing chapters of Alpha Gamma Rho. 
Our pursuit of academic excellence can be seen 
through our cumulative chapter GPA of a 3.13, 
which is above the Penn State Fraternity GPA 
average of a 3.0. It is our hope that you see the 
support you give us is used to better ourselves so 
that one day we, too, may be fortunate enough to 
give back. Thank you, alumni, for your support 

through scholarships, advice, and uplifting 
praise. We will continue to honor the academic 
traditions of the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity in 
the upcoming semesters. Congratulations to the 
following Gammas for making the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2015 semester.

David Ballinger ’14 (Γ1672)
Samuel Black ’11 (Γ1592)
Brandon Camarre ’12 (Γ1598)
Michael Cameron ’13 (Γ1631)
John Cosenza ’15 (Γ1690)
David Eapen ’13 (Γ1645)
Sean Gunning ’12 (Γ1595)
Eli Kessler ’14 (Γ1665)
Adam LaCaria ’13 (Γ1640)
John Lawler ’15 (Γ1684)
Zach Mahler ’14 (Γ1681)
Brandon Miller ’14 (Γ1675)

Bradley Nixon ’12 (Γ1597)
Andrew Nolff ’14 (Γ1656)
Ariel Prochowski ’12 (Γ1599)
Andrew Saba ’12 (Γ1621)
Dillon Santopietro ’11 (Γ1594)
Jim Schlupp ’12 (Γ1619)
Jeffrey Sim ’12 (Γ1606)
Joseph Sim ’12 (Γ1612)
Aaron Sosnader ’14 (Γ1678)
Ryan Sosnader ’13 (Γ1650)
Clay Swackhamer ’12 (Γ1602)

Fraternally, 
David Eapen ’13 (Γ1645)
VNR Scholarship
davideapen1993@gmail.com

Adam LaCaria ’13 (Γ1640) and 
Aaron Sosnader ’14 (Γ1678) both earned a 

4.0 for the spring 2015 semester.

Ten of the 23 ΑΓΡ brothers who made Dean’s List for the spring 2015 semester.
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hopeful, Confident in intramural ComeBaCk

After reaching the finals in IM softball last year, the team came in 
with high hopes this season. Unfortunately, we did not have similar 

success. We hope next year brings us better luck.
 
ΑΓΡ didn’t have an IM football team last year, so there 
were a lot of question marks coming to the season. 
After losing the first game, the team rebounded to win 
four straight games and made it to playoffs. Led by an 
overload of talent at the receiver position, we’ll see if 
the team can make a push for the title. 
 
The IM volleyball team finished with a winning record, 
but unfortunately didn’t make it into the playoffs. Half the 
team will have graduated by next season, so we’ll see if 
the new guys can step up next year. 

In the coming spring semester, we have a lot of confidence in our 
basketball and soccer teams. The basketball team brings back a lot of 

talent, as well as guys who played last year or were 
injured last year, and some great new brothers. The 
soccer team made the finals this year, and even though 
a couple key players graduated, there are still plenty of 
great players. 

Fraternally,
Michael Scattergood ’13 (Γ1648)
Intramural Chairman
mookscat@yahoo.com

Strengthening Alumni and 
Undergraduate Relations

ΑΓΡ Maintains Positive 
Presence on Campus

Gamma Chapter has been maintaining a strong, positive presence at 
Penn State. We had a successful Homecoming with the Phi Sigma 

Sigma sorority and had our annual hayride. This is an event where we take 
a hayride through the mountains to a bonfire site. At this site, we have live 
country music, s’mores, hot cider, and plenty of barbecue. Now we are all 
looking forward to our next paired event, Greek Sing. Last year, we placed 
second, but we hope with the help of the Delta Gamma sorority we can 
win first this year!    

Fraternally,
Marc Gluberman ’14 (Γ1658)
VNR Activities
mqg5358@psu.edu

Gamma brothers and the women of Phi Sigma Sigma 
work together on ΑΓΡ’s Homecoming float.

bright FUtUre For 
gamma brotherhood

The Gamma Chapter has successfully been through another great 
semester for recruitment. We have had more than 250 potential 

membership candidates visit our house and meet our brotherhood 
during the recruitment period. I am proud to announce that we have 
32 new brotherhood candidates this semester. Gamma Chapter is 
continuing its mission to foster a strong, united brotherhood and has a 
bright future ahead of itself.

Fraternally, 
Nick Walker ’14 (Γ1657)
VNR Recruitment
ndw5091@psu.edu

Gamma had a successful Homecoming gathering, which helped to 
highlight the importance of maintaining a positive alumni and 

undergraduate connection. Moving forward, I will help transition new 
VNR alumni relations via internships and job opportunities. Facebook 
and LinkedIn will be great networking tools that will aid in maintaining a 
strong ΑΓΡ connection. 

Fraternally, 
Shae Ferguson ’12 (Γ1624)
VNR Alumni Relations
shaeferguson17@gmail.com
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actiVes reach 
oUt to alUmni 

For PhilanthroPic 
sUPPort

My name is McKenzie Gary ’13 (Γ1626), 
and I’ve been working very closely with 

my THON co-chairman, Ben Apuzzo ’14 
(Γ1674), along with the sisters of Omega Phi 
Alpha, to raise money for children with pediatric 
cancer. Last year, the brotherhood of the Gamma 
Chapter managed to raise $28,128. This year, 
we’ve been working on ideas to raise even 
more money. THON has raised more than $127 
million for the Four Diamonds Fund at Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital since 1977, 
and we ask for your generous support to help us 
fight for a cure.  

If you have any questions, know of any 
corporations that would be interested in 
donating, or would generally like to talk about 
THON, please contact me at mackdgary@
gmail.com or Ben at benapuzzo@gmail.com. 
 
For the Kids,
McKenzie Gary ’13 (Γ1626)
THON Co-Chairman
phatcatkid@yahoo.com

Tom Nicchi ’99 (Γ1430) with Aziz Ansari at 
his comedy club, The Comedy Works, in Albany, N.Y. 
Ansari was so impressed with their local club that he 

scheduled additonal performances.

There’s nothing more exciting than a 
10 a.m. alumni board meeting...in new furniture!

Alumni Update

Chapter Eternal
Howard Busch ’37 entered Chapter Eternal on September 15, 2014. He served in WWII 
and retired as a colonel. After his service to the military, Howard worked with the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Society. He was a life member of the Penn State Alumni Association, the Nittany 
Lion Club, the Penn State Pioneers, the Retired Officer’s Association, and was the director of 
the Hoxie Harrison Smith Foundation. He is survived by his wife, Sara; his daughter, Barbara; 
and his grandchildren.

Wallace Dunlap ’38 entered Chapter Eternal on May 7. Wally was preceded in death by his 
wife, Sarabell, who passed away on April 3. He was a faithful member of the Zion Lutheran 
Church and a lifetime member and supporter of the Penn State Alumni Association. He is 
survived by his four children and eight grandchildren.

Torrence “Bill” Dohl ’48 entered 
Chapter Eternal on April 11 in Venice, 
Fla. After serving in the Army and 
seeing action in the battles of Leyte and 
Okinawa, he came back to Pennsylvania 
and attended Penn State University. 
He moved to Lancaster to work for 
New Holland Machine Company in the 
service department after graduating in 
1950, where he met Doris Nestel. They 
were married in 1951. In 1959, he was 
sent to open a baler factory in Lyon, 
France, taking his family along. Bill 
was responsible for the development 
of the New Holland Sperry expansion 
throughout Europe, including the 
purchase of Clays Combine Co., 
Belgium, and was the director of 
European operations for New Holland before coming back to Lancaster in 1969. In 1971, Bill 
and his wife and daughter moved to Lebanon, Ohio, to run the short-lived New Holland Special 
Products Division. After management changes at the top of New Holland, he left and moved to 
Chicago. Bill finished his career as head of the Arnolt Corporation in Warsaw, Indiana. After 
retiring, Bill and Doris moved to Venice, Fla. He is survived by his wife, Doris; his children, 
Torrence W. “Terry” Dohl Jr. and Cynthia L. “Cindy” Dohl; a grandson, Thomas O. “Tod” 
Dohl and his wife, Tashauna; his great-grandsons, T.O. Dohl Jr. and W. Sullivan Dohl; as well 
as two sisters, Barbara Beach and Louise Palmetier. 

Frank Hogeland ’50 entered Chapter Eternal on May 26. He was very involved in pastoring, 
farming, gardening, training horses, and spending time with his grandchildren. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 64 years, Dorothy; his children, Kathy, Wayne, Carol, Barbara, and Ruth; 
his 15 grandchildren; and his 12 great grandchildren.

George W. Ridge ’54 entered Chapter Eternal on January 12. He was a test developer for 
farm equipment and received three patents for his work. George was also a co-owner of Black 
Bear Truss Company. He served as a deacon at Friends Lutheran Church, Liberty, and Grace 
Lutheran Church. He is survived by his sister, Alice; and 13 nieces and nephews.

Russell Till ’63 entered Chapter Eternal in February while vacationing in Puerto Rico. He is 
remembered for being patient, funny, adventurous, and kind. Russell is survived by his loving 
wife of 46 years, Mary Ellen; his daughter, Jennifer; and granddaughter, Martha Catherine.

Penny Hallowell ’48 (Γ571), Bill Nichol ’50 (Γ603), 
and Bill Yerkes ’49 (Γ592) remember Bill Dohl ’48 

(Γ561) with great fondness.

(Continued on page 8)
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni, undergraduates, and parents. If your son is still attending Penn State, 
he will receive a copy at the chapter house. If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records.  Thank you.

Alumni News
George Olmstead ’56 recalls that Gamma opened doors of opportunity. His 
career was extremely interesting, challenging, and rewarding. “On every 
job you should be willing to work hard, have objectives, seek knowledge, 
persevere, and treat people respectfully.” George can remember a prime 
pledge objective was to get John Akers ’55 into a car, which contained 
only pledges, for a ride he would long remember. Objective accomplished! 

Lynn Dietrich ’70 received Penn State’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award, the 
university’s highest individual award, 
which salutes alumni whose personal 
lives, professional achievements, and 
community service exemplify the 
objectives of their alma mater. Lynn is 
the director of global engineering and 
the Engineering Centers of Excellence 
for Manitowoc Cranes. He resides in 
Chambersburg, Pa., with his wife, Joyce.

Alumni Update
(Continued from page 7)

(Above) ΑΓΡ little sisters Nancy 
and Joyce Smeltz with husbands 
and ΑΓΡ brothers Jim Hallowell 
’73 (Γ1025) and Lynn Dietrich 
’70 (Γ987) at the wedding of 
Jim and Nancy’s daughter, 

Elizabeth.

(Right) Joe Blechman ’97 
(Γ1403) was married to his 

longtime girlfriend, Aime 
Sherman, at their prom-themed 

wedding on September 19.

Congratulations, Lynn Dietrich!

Recipient of Penn State’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award


