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Not long ago, I received a text message from one of 
our undergraduates, Sam Black ’11 (Γ1592), who 
is off campus this semester with an internship at 

the Hershey Company in Hershey, Pennsylvania. He shared 
this comment with me in reply to my question about how the 
internship is going, “Hey Greek. It’s going great. Working in 
the industry has taught me more than any class has. I really 
like the corporate culture and my job is really interesting.”

Although you may feel I am over thinking the comment, 
let me share some thoughts on what it meant to me and 
why I believe it is a perfect example of the support our 
undergraduates need and want from alumni. 

I have known Sam since he joined Gamma three years ago. 
He has held two executive team positions—VNR finance and 
VNR planning—and did a phenomenal job in both. When 
he came to Penn State he was enrolled in the School of 
Hospitality Management and had every intention of a career 
in the hotel/restaurant business. I graduated in 1972 with a 
degree in hospitality management, so Sam and I had a bit in 
common. He questioned his career choice and spoke with 
me about it on numerous occasions, and, in the end, made 
the decision to change directions and go into supply chain 
management. 

Two years ago, Sam was contemplating running for the noble 
ruler position. He would be an excellent noble ruler, but we 
also had another very qualified person who wanted the job. 
Sam again called me to seek my advice and counsel. At the 
time, we had an urgent need in the finance area at Gamma. 
I shared with him the significant guidance and support he 
would receive from our alumni finance chairman and how 
the finance position may provide a better foundation to his 

career. Sam did become VNR finance and the lessons learned 
from the position had a significant impact on his growth. 

Fast forward three years when I received Sam’s message. 
Although I am 40+ years older than he, we both made an effort 
to get to know each other since he became a brother. He is 
very comfortable in communicating with me and sees me as 
a mentor, friend, and brother. I am someone who can provide 
advice and counsel to help him make a better decision. 

I share this scenario with you to make you think about the 
guidance, support, and mentorship you personally received as 
you pursued your career aspirations. When I was in the house, 
we had a few men who were in pre-veterinarian medicine. To 
get into vet school it was critical to obtain references, advice, 
and counsel from an existing professional in the field. Those 
who had a good mentor and support system had a much 
better chance of getting accepted. It’s not only the pre-vet 
students who need support—all of our undergraduates need 
alumni support in whatever career choice they select.

Brothers, when I graduated I did not come back to the house 
for 35 years. I regret that it took me so long to realize the 
importance of giving back and understanding how and 
where I could make an impact. I ask you to get involved. Our 
undergraduates need and want your support; you can make 
a difference!

Fraternally,
Brian “Greek” Sarris ’69 (Γ960)
Gamma Alumni Association President
(215) 872-4517
briansarristraining@gmail.com 

Undergraduates Need and Want 
More Alumni Support—How You Can Help
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The Legacy Continues: 
A Q&A with the Moore Family

Bill ’55 (Γ694), Walt ’86 (Γ1293), and Jake Moore ’11 (Γ1589) reflect on their time 
in the Gamma Chapter, share some of their favorite memories, and explain what 
Alpha Gamma Rho means to them.

What is your first memory of Alpha Gamma Rho?
Jake: I can’t say it’s my first memory, but I recently found out that at a little over a year 
of age I spent the night in the rack with my parents when they returned to Penn State for 
a weekend not long after graduation. I thought this was funny because I can say that I was 
probably the youngest legacy to spend a night at the house. It must be in my blood. 

(Continued on page 2)
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Thank You, Loyal Alumni and Friends

We are extremely grateful to the generous alumni and friends who contributed $9,900 to our annual campaign in 2013. The support you give 
makes a difference to our chapter and its future. Our undergraduate brothers greatly appreciate your generosity. We hope more alumni will join 
their brothers and contribute to our ongoing annual campaign.

1910 Founders Member 
($5,000 and above)   

John Z. Shearer ’49 (Γ586)
 
Gamma Chapter Member
($2,500 to $4,999)

Pink Rose Member 
($1,000 to $2,499)
* George D. Pringle ’42 (Γ491)
 Eric Wagner ’83 (Γ1194)
* Walter T. Moore ’86 (Γ1239)

Common Bond Member 
($500 to $999)
 William H. Yerkes III ’49 (Γ592)
 J. Richard Crandall ’50 (Γ610)
 Lynn S. Bowes ’58 (Γ758)
 James Schneck ’68 (Γ927)
* Brian T. Sarris ’69 (Γ960)
* Rick G. Steinmeyer ’69 (Γ968)
 Wayne B. Martenas ’72 (Γ1022)
* Ronald Fetrow ’81 (Γ1169)
 Matthew W. Keil ’00 (Γ1446)

Friends of Gamma Member 
($100 to $499)
 Norman H. Barnes Jr. ’39 (Γ424)

* Dean M. Gettemy ’40 (Γ442)
 Daniel A. Swope ’40 (Γ452)
 Donald F. Lederer ’46 (Γ522)
 Joseph P. Freeh ’47 (Γ548)
 Penrose Hallowell ’48 (Γ571)
 James H. Rockwell ’48 (Γ565)
* William C. Nichol ’50 (Γ603)
* Thomas W. Scott ’50 (Γ612)
* William Worthington ’50 (Γ596)
 William Kincaid ’51 (Γ622)
 David Stabler ’51 (Γ620)
* Robert C. Antram ’53 (Γ668)
 Irving Buck ’54 (Γ683)
 Ramsey L. Frank ’54 (Γ689)
 David Webber ’54 (Γ691)
* John R. Akers ’55 (Γ692)
 Simon K. Garber ’55 (Γ697)
 James R. Metzler ’55 (Γ701)
* William P. Moore ’55 (Γ694)
 Robert D. Heilman ’56 (Γ717)
* George Mansell ’56 (Γ716)
* Richard Dommel ’57 (Γ736)
 Richard S. Carpenter ’59 (Γ774)
* Franklin S. Ace ’60 (Γ795)
* Kenneth W. Zieber ’60 (Γ792)
 Wilbur Avril ’61 (Γ819)
 Wallace Haulik ’61 (Γ820)
 Stephen Witmer ’61 (Γ812)

* J. Douglas Griffith ’62 (Γ829)
* Russell J. Mitchell ’62 (Γ825)
* John W. Sutton ’63 (Γ841)
 Robert L. Storch ’64 (Γ874)
 Thomas Steinmeyer ’65 (Γ890)
* Joseph Strite ’65 (Γ889)
* Robert L. Firestone ’66 (Γ911)
 Timothy L. Strickler ’66 (Γ894)
 Clair C. Anderson ’69 (Γ958)
* Theodore E. Farrand ’69 (Γ946)
* George E. Myatich ’69 (Γ965)
 Frank E. Skacel Jr., V.M.D. ’69 (Γ947)
 John P. Palmieri ’71 (Γ995)
* David A. Cramer ’75 (Γ1069)
 Stephen W. Wharton ’75 (Γ1063)
 P. C. Hood ’76 (Γ1091)
 Thomas K. Brosius ’77 (Γ1106)
 Brian Hege ’79 (Γ1129)
 Dennis Toomey ’79 (Γ1136)
* Lloyd Kuser ’80 (Γ1141)
 Walter Saxton ’81 (Γ1160)
 Alan Daum ’82 (Γ1173)
* Brian Miller ’83 (Γ1198)
* Michael K. Schiever ’83 (Γ1195)
 Scott A. Stewart ’83 (Γ1191)
 Timothy Carley ’86 (Γ1240)
* Dane A. Lauver ’90 (Γ1288)
* Keith Bowman ’00 (Γ1440)

Alumni Member 
(Up to $99)
 Wallace H. Dunlap ’38 (Γ398)
* Harold R. Wakefield ’46 (Γ532)
 Russell B. Darling ’48 (Γ569)
* Russell M. Orner ’49 (Γ584)
 Warren Davis ’50 (Γ614)
 Boyd Wolff ’50 (Γ626)
 Roger Risser ’52 (Γ650)
 Ronald C. Carlson ’57 (Γ726)
 David S. Bailey ’58 (Γ748)
 Richard C. McDonald Jr. ’58 (Γ746)
 Ronald J. Dinus ’59 (Γ776)
 Michael E. Matsko ’59 (Γ772)
 Joseph E. Williams ’59 (Γ778)
 Daniel Swavely ’64 (Γ871)
 Phillip M. Pitzer ’65 (Γ884)
* John D. Tallman ’69 (Γ956)
* Dennis Keeney ’70 (Γ969)
 Daniel J. Pitman Jr. ’75 (Γ1074)
* Craig Weaver ’75 (Γ1064)
 Joseph Edwards ’76 (Γ1085)
 John D. Merenick ’86 (Γ1236)
 David Kann Jr. ’87 (Γ1257)
 Fred Reichelt ’87 (Γ1259)

* Donor to the fall 2013 appeal

Walt: Going out as a new initiate to dinner and 
meeting brothers from farming backgrounds or 
enrolled in ag sciences that I shared common 
ground with. 

Bill: Our county agent was an ΑΓΡ.

What is your most significant memory of 
living in the house?
Jake: All the good times spent with the tight-
knit group of young gentlemen.

Walt: Learning how to live with nearly 40 
men, how to manage and maintain the chapter 
house and its future, and building lifelong 
friendships.

Bill: Sitting by the fire in the end of Great Hall 
with our lady friends.

How did ΑΓΡ make you a better man? 
Jake: It taught me important lessons in all 
aspects of my life, from respect to management.  
 
It has also provided me with an extensive web 
of networks. 

Walt: It taught me leadership and management 
skills especially since I held the offices of VNR 
of operations, kitchen steward, and VNR of 
development.

Bill: I met many fine people and made contacts 
that lasted a lifetime.

What would you say to a new recruit who is 
considering joining ΑΓΡ?
Jake: ΑΓΡ is not just a fraternity for college. 
It’s a fraternity for life. 

Walt: It will give you something to belong to 
forever. You will make friends that you will 
have for the rest of your life. You will network 
with some great leaders and business people 
through the contacts made at ΑΓΡ.

Bill: Check it out. It will become an important 
part of your life.

You can contact Bill at smoore2208@aol.
com, Walt at wtmoo@aol.com, and Jake at 
jdm5667@psu.edu.

the Moore Family
(Continued from page 1)

Alumni 
updAte

ChApter eternAl
George Hart ’33 entered Chapter Eternal 
March 24, 2013. He worked at and was 
a charter member of the American Radio 
Relay League (ARRL). He was also the chief 
developer of the National Traffic System 
(NTS). In 2009, the ARRL board of directors 
created the George Hart Distinguished Service 
Award, and in 2010 he was inducted into the 
CQ Hall of Fame for his contribution to the 
NTS. George is preceded in death by his wife, 
Louise, and son Dennis. He is survived by his 
son Frederick, six grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren.

Dr. Paul Brown Jr. ’40 entered Chapter 
Eternal April 4, 2013. He was an active 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hazleton as both an elder and trustee, a board 
member of United Charities in West Hazleton, 
and a longtime member of the local Rotary 

(Continued on page 6)
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Strong 
Leadership 

Coming from 
Gamma Chapter 

Each spring semester brings with it 
a new executive board for Gamma 
Chapter. This year, a very young 

executive board was elected to the leadership 
positions in the fraternity. Although we are 
young, every executive member shows a 
burning passion to build and improve upon the 
foundations that were given to us. Although 
the few first weeks were spent getting all the 
kinks out, we are at a point where we are 
comfortable working together and are able 
to focus on the future. I am very confident in 
this year’s executive board and look forward 
to what we are able to accomplish in 2014.

Fraternally,
Bradley Nixon ’12 (Γ1597)
Noble Ruler 
(860) 878-2419
bjn5094@gmail.com

AGR Hits the Books This Spring

Alpha Gamma Rho is both a social and professional fraternity and is making great 
strides in academics. The brothers at Gamma have implemented a new study lounge 
in addition to the designated study spaces we already have to facilitate an academic 

environment. We have also begun connecting brothers with similar majors so they can study 
for similar classes together. Our goals are set on maintaining academic excellence and we 
look forward to another successful semester.  

During the fall 2013 semester, 22 brothers earned a GPA of 3.5 or above, and more 
brothers than ever before were named to the Dean’s List in recognition of their academic 
achievements. The chapter GPA was a 3.05 for the semester, which was an improvement 
from the spring. The following brothers earned GPAs of 3.5 or above.

Fraternally, 
Justin Shaffer ’12 (Γ1611), VNR Scholarship
(724) 456-2385  /  jms6841@psu.edu

• Samuel Black ’11 (Γ1592): 3.62
• Michael Chubinsky ’12 (Γ1620): 3.64
• Michael Doroski ’11 (Γ1593): 3.67
• David Eapen ’12 (Γ1648): 3.5 
• Alex Gilliland ’12 (Γ1601): 3.75
• Sean Gunning ’12 (Γ1595): 3.84
• Adam Lacaria ’13 (Γ1643): 3.69 
• Ryan Lynch ’10 (Γ1565): 3.69
• Peter Majewski ’13 (Γ1653): 3.56 
• Jakob Moore ’11 (Γ1589): 3.89
• Brad Nixon ’12 (Γ1597): 3.6

• Dillon Santopietro ’11 (Γ1590): 3.6 
• Ariel Prochowski ’12 (Γ1599): 3.94
• Sebastian Redcay ’09 (Γ1554): 4.00
• Daniel Richards ’13 (Γ1647): 3.51 
• Andrew Saba ’12 (Γ1621): 3.67
• James Schlupp ’12 (Γ1619): 3.65
• Shahar Shpun ’13 (Γ1636): 3.67
• Joe Sim ’12 (Γ1612): 4.00
• Ryan Sosnader ’12 (Γ1651): 3.95 
• Clay Swackhamer ’12 (Γ1602): 3.94
• Stylianos Tsinaroglou ’10 (Γ1564): 3.92

Communication 
Improves Between 

Actives and Alumni

This year I have made progress connecting with 
alumni by using the Facebook page to reach out to 
more brothers and by posting more frequent updates. 

There is also an official e-mail address where you can send 
information about alumni or ask to get in touch. I encourage 
all alumni to drop me a line at agrgammaalumnirelations@
gmail.com if you are interested in visiting the house or 
would like to get involved. 

Prior to Founder’s Day, a mass e-mail was sent to remind 
everyone about upcoming events. If you didn’t receive it, 
please send me a message so that your e-mail address can 
be updated in our files, ensuring you receive all future 
communications from the chapter. Thank you.

Fraternally,
Clay Swackhamer ’12 (Γ1602)
VNR Alumni Relations
(484) 788-2816
cws5420@psu.edu

Alumni gathered at the chapter house for Homecoming in the fall. 
Pictured are Bryan Dillehay (Γ1638), Zach Larson ’00 (Γ1445), Bob Good ’88 

(Γ1275) , Jay Acuri (University Advisor), Matt Keil ’00 (Γ1446), 
Big Al Daum ’82 (Γ1173), Russ Orner ’78 (Γ1112), Ray Sheaffer ’87 (Γ1251), Bill 
Yerkes ’49 (Γ592), Tom Olliver ’91 (Γ1313), Richard Dempster ’51 (Γ628), Larry 
Ecklund ’52 (Γ642), Jesse Hallowell ’97 (Γ1392), Jon Schroer ’90 (Γ1289), Bill 

Nichol ’50 (Γ603), Brian “Greek” Sarris ’69 (Γ960), Corey 
Simmons ’04 (Γ1504), Joey Cassidy ’08 (Γ1537), and Ben Baker ’06 (Γ1518).
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There are currently 42 members living in the ΑΓΡ house.

AGR Shows a 
Touch of Class 

This semester the men of Alpha 
Gamma Rho have made great strides 
to engage other organizations and 

promote Gamma Chapter as the fraternity 
with a touch of class. From my election 
speech I encouraged brothers to step out of 
their comfort zones to enhance our chapter. 
By doing so we were able to host a cheese 
social and a dinner with the lovely women 
of Alpha Zi Delta Sorority. With our men 
in their Sunday best, we enjoyed a cheese 
appetizer in Great Hall with dinner (prepared 
by chef Holly) served in the basement. 

My job as VNR activities is to promote our 
fraternity as instilling good social ethics and 
values upon our members. It’s important to 
me that Gamma Chapter continues to strive 
for excellence and make better men. 

Fraternally,
VNR Activities
Sean Gunning ’12 (Γ1595)
(215) 272-2462
spg5148@psu.edu

Gamma Chapter’s annual 
Christmas party was a huge success.

Gamma Chapter 
Budgets for the Future

As VNR finance I have worked to ensure that Gamma Chapter’s finances are 
being handled responsibly and accurately. I am pleased to announce that we 
have budgeted appropriately and maintain a high level of financial security 

and stability. 

• Per-semester house bill is $4,500, or $9,000 a year.
• Room and board in the dorms is around $5,000, or $10,000 a year.
• Brothers pay their house bill electronically through the Bursar, and all are paid up.
• There are currently 42 brothers living in the house.

Fraternally,
Joe Sim ’12 (Γ1612)
(717) 383-1095
jts5492@psu.edu

Gamma Chapter has recognized eight new brotherhood 
candidates this spring who are excited to keep the traditions 
and values of Alpha Gamma Rho alive. Their majors range 

from food science to classics and ancient Mediterranean studies. 
Their hometowns span the country, from Orange County, California, 
to Long Island, New York. We’ve already made better men of these 
eight who came together by the unique experience that Gamma 

Chapter offers. They look forward to tackling projects, including 
repainting Gamma Lounge and building a new elevated dance 
surface. We’re happy to welcome them to the brotherhood.

Fraternally,
Gregory Surine ’12 (Γ1603), VNR Membership Development
(610) 761-5562 / gsurine@gmail.com 

Gamma Welcomes Eight to the Brotherhood
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Nathan Bevans ’11 (Γ1590) 
Fredericksburg, Pa.
Advertising

Michael Doroski ’11 (Γ1593)
Wayne, Pa.
Economics 

Alex Gilliland ’12 (Γ1601)
York, Pa.
Broadcast Journalism

Ryan Lynch ’10 (Γ1565) 
Drexel Hill, Pa.
Biomedical Sciences

Jakob Moore ’11 (Γ1589)
West Grove, Pa.
Agriculture Sciences and 
Agriculture Extension Education 
Agribusiness Management, 
Agronomy, and Leadership 
Development Minors

Andy Muntean ’13 (Γ1637)
Meadville, Pa.
Political Science and 
Psychology

Vincent Nicchi ’11 (Γ1581) 
Schenectady, N.Y.
Agriculture Business 
Management and Accounting

Nicholas Pascale ’10 (Γ1567) 
Old Bridge, N.Y.
Accounting

Sebastian Redcay ’09 (Γ1554) 
Carlisle, Pa.
Industrial and Agricultural 
Engineering

Zac Reyna ’13 (Γ1632) 
Fairfax, Va.
Telecommunications

Christopher Roditis ’11 (Γ1578) 
Middletown, N.J.
Marketing with 
Economics Minor

Jordan Rolon ’10 (Γ1570)
Colmar, Pa.
Recreation, Park, and 
Tourism Management (RPTM), 
Commercial and Community 
Recreation Management Option

Louie Shi ’12 (Γ1608) 
New York City, N.Y.
Economics

Daniel Silverman ’11 (Γ1588) 
Wayne, Pa.
Economics

Ryan Stephenson ’10 (Γ1569)
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Health Policy and 
Administration

Congratulations, 
Graduating Seniors

This semester is flying by and, unfortunately, Gamma Chapter will have to say goodbye to 
17 of its finest members. We’d like to thank these men for their contributions to our chapter 
during their time here at Penn State. We wish them luck on all their post-graduate endeavors. 

The following members will be graduating this semester.

Executive 
Officers

Noble Ruler 
Brad Nixon ’12 (Γ1597)

(860) 878-2419
bjn5094@gmail.com

VNR Membership Development 
Greg Surine ’12 (Γ1603)

gsurine@gmail.com

VNR Alumni Relations
Clay Swackhamer ’12 (Γ1602)

cws5420@psu.edu
 

VNR Planning 
Andrew Saba ’12 (Γ1621)

agsaba24@gmail.com

VNR Finance 
Joe Sim ’12 (Γ1612)

jts5492@psu.edu
 

VNR Maintenance and Operations
Matt DiSanto ’12 (Γ1622)

mdisanto93@gmail.com

VNR Recruitment 
Kevin Brennan ’12 (Γ1613)

(908) 391-9858
kbrenn16@gmail.com

VNR Activities
Sean Gunning ’12 (Γ1595)

spg5148@psu.edu

VNR Scholarship
Justin Shaffer ’12 (Γ1611)

jms6841@psu.edu

Welcome, 
New 
Members

Kabir Bedi 
Potomac, Md.  

Finance 

Brian Carlson  
Orange County, Calif.  

Supply Chain Management 

Ross Caster 
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Food Science 

Harrison Gardner   
Pequannock, N.J.  

Division of 
Undergraduate Studies

Marc Gluberman  
Smithtown, N.Y.  

Mechanical Engineering 

Andrew Nolff  
Millburn, N.J.  

Engineering Science

Steve Rohan 
Nanuet, N.Y.  

Aerospace Engineering 

Nicholas Walker  
Philadelphia, Pa.

Classics and Ancient 
Mediterranean Studies 



Alpha Gamma Rho
Alumni Association

P.O. Box 102
Mexico, PA 17056-0102
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Attention:
This newsletter is intended for alumni, undergraduates, and parents. 

If your son is still attending Penn State, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. 
If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records.  Thank you.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

How many attending: ______________ at $10 per guest

Send replies and a check (to cover food and drink) to:
Thomas Olliver 

2005 Westbranch Hwy.
Winfield, PA 17889

Club International, as well as an avid fisherman 
and gardener until quite recently. He is preceded 
in death by his wife of 62 years, Thelma, and is 
survived by his sons, Paul III and Chris.

John C. Shook ’51 entered Chapter Eternal 
March 30, 2013. He was a former president 
and longtime treasurer for the U.S. Animal 
Health Association. He had a passion for golf 
and Dachshunds. John was preceded in death 
by his wife, Jean, and is survived by his sons, 
John and Terry, three grandsons, and two 
great-granddaughters.

Alumni news
Craig Weaver ’75 works for Dariy Farmers of 
America as manager of hauler relations. He and 
his wife of 30 years live in Windber, Pa., and 
have two children. Their son attends Penn State 
and their daughter is finishing physical therapy 
school at Mount Aloysius.

Joseph Rine ’77 retired from the United States Air 
Force in 2006. He now works for Lockheed Martin 
in New York. Joseph and his wife, Nancy, live 
in Au Sable Forms, N.Y., and have two children, 
Natalie and Jack. E-mail: joseph.rine@lmco.com

Alumni updAte
(Continued from page 2)

Join Gamma for a Summer Event
2014 Summer Picnic Sunday June 22 in Elysburg, PA

Knoebel’s Grove Amusement Park: Pavilion K
Park hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. – Lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m.

Parking and admission are free!
RSVP by May 15

For more information, contact Thomas Olliver ’91 at tommyolliver@gmail.com.

2014 Summer Picnic RSVP


